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S. S. Van Dine Sets Down Twenty Rules for Detective Stories 


that have thus far guided my destiny that 
T shall not fall below the standard [ have 
set for myself. This is why I have consist- 
ently refused to write more than one Philo 
Vance novel a year. 

But, even were I convinced that I could 
go on writing detective novels indefinitel: 
without falling below my standard, sf 
nevertheless would desist. I have no 
yearning for much wealth. What I want 
most is an opportunity to go traveling in 
the realms of earning. and to write books 
of my adventures there. This opportunity 
is now mine; and when I bid farewell to 
“Vance” and “Markham” and “Heath” 
I shall recurn to my other more serious 
literary labors. The old lean years were 
good years—filled with ardor and high 
hopes and blazing ideals, and with the 
earnestness and the enthusiasm of youth. 
And I shall go back to them, and strive to 
recapture their magic. I shall again tread 
that long, weary path to personal fulfil- 
ment, which has no end but which leads 
ever upward to the stars; for only in an 
effort to achieve that which is beyond all 
human achievement does the restless spirit 
of man find solace. The bitterest of all 
disillusions are the realities we have man- 
aged to grasp. 


S. S. Van Dine Sets Down 
Twenty Rules for Detec- 
tive Stories 


HE detective story is a kind of intellectual 

game. It is more—it is a sporting event. 
And for the writing of detective stories there 
are very definite laws—unwricten, perhaps, but 
none the less binding; and every respectable 
and self-respecting concocter of literary mys- 
teries lives up to them. Herewith, then, is a sort 
of Credo, based partly on the practice of all the 
great writers of detective stories, and partly on 
the promptings of the honest author's inner 
conscience. To wit: 

1, The reader must have equal opportunity 
with the detective for solving the mystery. All 
clues must be plainly stated and described. 

2. No willful tricks or deceptions may be 
placed on the reader other than those played 
legitimately by the criminal on the detective 
himself. : 

3. There must be no love interest. The busi- 
ness in hand is to bring a criminal to the bar of 
justice, not to bring a lovelorn couple to the 
hymeneal altar. 

‘4. The detective himself, or one of the official 
investigators, should never turn out to be the 
culprit. This is bald trickery, on a par with 
offering some one a bright penny for a five- 
dollar gold piece, It’s false pretenses. 

5. The culprit must be determined by logical 
deductions—not by accident or coincidence or 
unmotivated confession. To. solve a criminal 
problem in this latter fashion is like sending the 
reader on a deliberate wild-zoose chase, and 
then telling him, after he has failed, that you 
had the object of his search up your sleeve all 
the time. Such an author is no better than a 
practical joker. 

The detective novel must have a detective 
in it; and a detective is not a detective unless he 
detects. His function is to gather clies that 
will eventually lead to the person who did the 
dirty work in the first chapter; and if the detec- 
tive does not reach his conclusions through an 
analysis of those clues, he has no more solved 
his problem than the schoolboy who gets his 
answer out of the back of the arithmetic. 

_7- There simply must be a corpse in a detec- 
tive novel, and the deader the corpse the better. 
No lesser crime than murder will suffice. Three 
hundred pages is far too much pother for a 
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1022 consecutive 
bull’s-eyes! 


HOLDER OF WORLD’S RIFLE RECORD TELLS HOW HE 
CONDITIONED HIMSELF FOR THE GREATEST 
TEST OF NERVES IN THE 
HISTORY OF SPORT 


“AS a marksman, perfect coordination of nerves is of first importance’ to 

me. But hot drinks are also essential and caffein with my meals had 
been my only dissipation. However, it affected my nerves so that I dropped 
it from my diet, selecting Postum instead. 

“T found Postum to be more than a substitute. I gained weight, slept 
better, ate better, and all signs of nervousness vanished. In less than thirty 
days I was in perfect condition. 

“On June 24, 1921, I started a course of rifle fire that was the most ex- 
acting ever recorded. On that day I shot continuously for 9 hours and 10 
minutes, making a run of 1022 consecutive bull’s-eyes that established a 
new world’s record—in fact, it almost doubled the old one. Even then I 
quit without missing. My last shot was as perfect as my first. The entire 
group could be covered with a quarter. 

“I could never have stood the strain had I continued the use of caffein. By 
changing to Postum, I added to my nerves the strength and endurance caf- 
fein had been taking away. I have used Postum regularly ever since.” 


—ULRIC S$. VANCE, JR., Hillsboro, Ohio 
Member, U. S. Rifle Team, 1921 
Member, Peter P. Carney’s All-American Rifle Team 


» 


NO matter what your aim in life, calm, un- 
ruffled nerves are vitally important if you 
are to hit the target. You know that, But you 
may nothaverealized howslyly, insidiously,the 
useof harmful mealtimestimulants likecaffein 
frequently can change steady nerves to shaky 
ones, and undermine your chances for success. 

‘Try Mr. Vance’s experiment! Eliminate caf- 
fein from your diet for thirty days—make 
Postum your mealtime drink instead. Then 
see how much better you feel! 

Postum is made of roasted whole wheat and 
bran—no trace of any artificial stimulant in it. 
A drink that never frays your nerves, never 
affects sleep, or causes indigestion.And Postum 
has a flavor you'll enjoy—a rich, distinctive 
fiavor millions prefer to that of any other 
mealtime drink! 

© 1928, P. Co., Inc. 


one of the Post Health Products, whi 
1pe-Nuts, Post Toastics, Post's Bran 
Chocolate. Your grocer sells Postu: 
two forms. Instant Postum, made in the cup by adding 
boiling water, is one of the easiest drinks in the world 
to prepare. Postum Cereal is also easy to make, but 
should be boiled 20 minutes. 


Your grocer has Postum. Or mail the coupon 
—we will send you one week’s supply free, as 
a start on your 30-day test. Please indicate 
fon the coupon whether you wish Instant 
Postum, made instantly in the eup, or Postum 
Cereal, prepared by boiling. 


MAIL THE COUPON NOW! 


Postum Company, INconronateD PAM. 
Battle Creek, Mich. 

T want to make a thiny-day test of Postum. 
Please send me, without cost or obligation, one 
week's supply of 

Tustant Posto... . Ol 

(prepared instantiyinthecup) ch you 

Postuw Cereat, se D prefer 

(prepared by boiling) 


Check 
whi 


treet... 
City. sine State = 
Fill in completcly—print name and address 
Ta Canada, address Canaan Postu Co., Lr, 
812 Metropolitan Blde.. Toronto 2, Ontari>. 
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ANY TOOTHBRUSH Is BETTER 


THAN NONE, BUT + + + 


bristles, to give more thorough clean- 
ing of crevices. 

3rd) Rigid handles, unbreakable; 
easier to hold and use. 

4th) Whiter, cleaner teeth for you 
—by these combined improvements. 

All druggists have new Dr. West's: 
adult'ssize, 50c; youth's, 35¢; child's, 
25c; soft, medium, or hard. Each 
brush sterilized, sealed and guar- 
anteed. Today get onefor each 
member of your family. 

Then see how quickly 
teeth whiten. 


FOR vital benefits, for care of 
your teeth, are provided by this 
new Dr. West's toothbrush. You 
will see the results. 

Its original correct design has 
never beenimproved upon—although 
ohea imiested. Now ies made doubly 
effective by: 

1st) Costly bristles, unobtainable 
since the war, used in this new 
brush only. They cleanse and 
polish. 

2nd) Super-accuratetrim- 
ming and spacing of 


4 


Tue Richt Way 
to brush your teeth 


Ti i the ay dents advise: 
Use your new Dr. West's twice 
caily. Brush always away from 
gums, toward cutting edges of 
teeth. Employ any good denti- 
{rice; bristle ips cleanse and polish, 
Each 60 of 90 days get a new brush- 
making sure of full benefits. 


Tuis DiAGRAM SHOWS 
How the new Dn. West's reaches 
and cleans all teeth— inside as 
well as outside, far back as well 
as in front. See bow erect bristles 
penetrate crevice weeping 


© 1928 W. B. M. Co. 


~DrWest's 


new lYooth Brush 
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| crime other than murder. Afterall, the reader's 
| trouble and expenditure of energy must be 
| rewarded. 

8. The problem of the crime must be solved 
by strictly naturalistic means. Such methods 
for learning the truth as slate-writing, ouija- 
boards, mind-reading, spiritualistic stances, 
erystal-gazing, and the like, are taboo. A 
reader has a chance when matching his wits 
with a rationalistic detective, but if he must 
compete with the world of spirits and go chasing 
about the fourth dimension of metaphysics, he 
is defeated ab initio. 7 

9. There must be but one detective—that is, 
but one protagonist of deduction—one deus 
machina. To bring the minds of three or four, 
or sometimes a gang of detectives to bear on a 
problem, is not only to disperse the interest and 
break the direct thread of logic, but to take an 
unfair advantage of the reader. If there is more 
than one detective the reader doesn't know who 
his co-deductor is. It's like making the reader 
run a race with a relay team 

10. The culprit must turn out to be a person 
who has played a more or less prominent part in 
the story—that is, a person with whom the 
reader is familiar and in whom he takes an 
interest. 

11. Servants must not be chosen by the 
author as the culprit. This is begging a noble 
question. It is a too easy solution. The culprit 
must be a decidedly worth-while person—one 
that wouldn't ordinarily come under suspicion. 

12. There must be but one culprit, no matter 
how many murders are committed. The culprit 
may, of course, have a minor helper or co- 
plotter; but the entire onus must rest on one 
pair of shoulders: the entire indignation of the 
reader must be permitted to concentrate on a 
single black nature. 

13. Secret societies, camorras, mafias, ¢t al, 
have no place ina detective story. A fascinating 
and truly beautiful murder is irremediably 
spoiled by any such wholesale culpability. To 
besure, the murderer in a detective novel should 
be given a sporting chance; but it is going too 
far to grant him a secret society to fall back on. 
No high-class, self-respecting murderer would 
want such odds, 

14. The method of murder, and the means of 
detecting it, must be rational and scientific. 
That is to say, pseudo-science and purely im- 
aginative and speculative devices are not to be 
tolerated in the roman policier. Once an author 
soars into the realm of fantasy, in the Jules 
Verne manner, he is outside bounds of 
detective fiction, cavorting in the uncharted 
reaches of adventure, 

15. The truth of the problem must at all 
times be apparent—provided the reader is 
shrewd enough to see it. By this I mean thatif 
the reader, after learning the explanation for the 
crime, should reread the book, he would sec 
that the solution had, in a sense, been staring 
him in the face—that all the clues really pointed 
to the culprit—and that, if he had been as 
clever as the detective, he could have solved the 
mystery himself without going on to the final 
chapter. That the clever reader does often thus 
solve the problem goes without saying. 

16. A decective novel should contain no long 
descriptive passages, no literary dallying with 
side-issues, no subtly worked-out character 
analyses, no “atmospheric” preoccupations 
Such matters have no vital place in a record of 
crime and deduction. They hold up the action, 
nd introduce issues irrelevant to the main pur 
pose, which is to state a problem, analyze it 
and bring it to a successful conclusion, To be 
sure, there must be a sufficient descriptiveness 
and character delineation to give the novel 
verisimilitude. 

17. A professional criminal must never be 
shouldered with the guilt of a crime in a detec- 
tive story. Crimes. by house-breakers and 
bandits are the province of the police depart- 
ments—not of authors and brilliant amateur 
detectives. A really fascinating crime is onc 
committed by a pillar of a church, or a spinstet 
noted for her charities. 

18. A crime in a detective story must never 
turn out to be an accident or a suicide. To end 


You Look ‘em Over—and You Obey Your Choice, by Witu1am §. Dutron 


anodyssey of sleuthing with such an anti-climay | 
is to hoodwink the trusting and kind-hearted 
reader. 

1y. The motives for all crimes in detective 
stones should be personal. International plot- 
tings and war politics belong in a different 
cateuory of fiction—in secrer-service tales, for 
But a murder story must be kept 
, so to speak. It must reflect the 
veryday experiences, and give him a 
certain outlet for his own repressed desires and 
emotions 

20. And (to give my Credo an even score of 
items) [ herewith list a few of the devices which | 
no seltrespecting detectivesstory writer will | 
now avail himself of. They have been employed 
tuo often, and are familiar to all true lovers of 
literary crime, To use them is a confession of 
the author's inepritude and lack of originality. 
(a) Determining the identity of the culprit by 
comparing the bute of a cigarette left at the 
scene of the crime with the brand smoked by a 
suspect. (») The bogus spiritualistic seance to 
fnuhten the culprit into giving himself away 
(ci Forged finger-prints. (¢) The dummy-hgure 
alibi. (2) The dog thae does not bark and there~ 
hy reveals the fact that the intruder is familiar. 
(1) The final pinning of the crime on a twin, ora 
relative who looks exactly like the suspected, 
but innocent, person. (2) The hypodermic 
syringe and the knockout drops, (4) The com- 
mission of the murder in a locked room after the 
police have actually broken in. (i) The word- 
association test for guilt. (j) The cipher, or 
code letter, which is eventually unraveled’ by 
the sleuth. 


instance. 


You Look *em Over—and 
You Obey Your Choice 


(Continued from page 53) 


Criminal Code, passed in 1909, makes 
these offenses punishable by a fine of not 
more than $500 or imprisonment for not 
more than six months, or both. 

Talking to the motorman of a trolley 
car, or to the operator of any public con- 
veyance, is forbidden by lean meee 
states. It also is a law infraction to ride 
on the front platform of a trolley car, or 
on the platform of a railroad coach—a law 
which ts buried in the crush during “rush” 
hours. 

Lotteries, raffles, and “games of chance” 
are against the law in Pennsylvania and in 
other states. Every sale of a “chance” on, 
ing machine, a ton of coal, an 
automobile, or what have you is law- 
breaking—with churches and_ volunteer 
fire companies leading the list of offenders. 

And there is a bed-sheet law, in fact a 
number of them, as well as an ordinance 
regulating the use of the vacuum cleaner! 

Certain Southern lawmakers, hearken- 
ing to the woes of elongated traveling 
salesmen, were moved to regulate the 
length of hotel bed sheets by law; and so 
were the lawmakers of Idaho, who also 
put themselves on record in favor of clean 
towels. The Idaho law provides that all 
hotel sheets “must be at least eight feet 
in length” and that “each guest shall be 
furnished with at least two clean towels.” 
What is more, “‘in all hotels where fifty 
cents or more a day is charged for lodging, 
the sheets and low cases shall be 
changed after the departure of each 
guest.” 

Then, of course, there are the laws 
against the wearing of bed sheets as dis- 
guises for parade or other public occasions 


—aimed at the Ku Klux Klan. 
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Will You Be Clerk or Manager 
Ten. Years from Now? 


me,”’ you say —''that I shoul be sit- 
ting at the same desk — be doing the 
same work, for'¢en straight years! 
But wait a minute — 
Exactly the Hite thin: thing is happening to 
\ds upon thor of men through- 
out the country. It has probably happened 
to men right in the company you now are 
working for. And—unless you deliberately 
fit yourself for a beller job— there is a very 
god chance that tt will happen to you! 
Unthinkable? That's what R.M.Whitney, 
of Rochester, N. Y., said to himself. Yet 
lack of training kept him slaving away at 
low wages for more than twenty years . 


‘Trebled His Salary in Three Years 
—For more than twenty years, ill finally, at 
the age of 47, and still receiving only thirty 
dollars aweek, R.M.Whitney resolved tobe 
a bookkeeper no longer. He enrolled with 
LaSalle for training in Higher Accountancy, 
and completed the course. Almost imme- 
diately came the offer of a bigger job. 
Less than three years later, the Davenport 
Machine Tool Company—//e very company 
had worked for as a@ clerk —inv' 
to come back. He returned as Auditor, ata 
salary-increase of better than 300 per cent. 
Today, he is Treasurer of this great com- 
pany; and in a letter to LaSalle, after com- 
menting on the opportunities LaSalle affords 
to men in their forties or early fifties, he 
adds, ‘‘And for the youxg man, who is 
jut getting a foothold in the business world, 
aSalle Extension University training is the 
most profitable investment he could make."’ 


yrs this could never haj pen to 


Says Good-bye to Clerkship— 
Now Heads Successful Firm 


We have told you about a man who 
waited—at a_cost to himself of probably 
not less than $100,000. Now consider the 

rpertcoct of a younger man—G. Roy 
elman, of Decatur, Illinois — 

Eshelman was occupying a subordinate position 
in c purchasing department of a manufacturing 
Concera—salary Sioa week, Vualizing the oppor 
tunities for skilied accountants, he enrolled with 

le for training ia Higher Accountancy. 

“Through this training,” writes Mr. Eshelman, “I 
became interested in the Auditing Department and 
often remained after working hours watching the 
Auditor at his work. Observing my interest, he soon 
placed me in his department at a 50% increase in 
bay, and as I progressed with my LaSalle work, | was 
shortly rewarded with an additional 40% increase. 


* My studies rapldly equipped me to strike out for 
mysel{. and at present I have an extensive practice 
asa Public Accountant, employing four accountant. 


tt ‘that my present inc: 
ient to say that my pre: come 


It is su 
many, many times greater than when 1 


Send For These Two Books 
See See eee ee 


iced you hear more before you investigate the 

Shall we tell yo: 
icDutic all of thes 
0 $10,000 a year and 


Gil ef them still in thetr therties® 

Or,will you face the problem of your future NOW 
and send to Lasalle and get further facts and 
Particulars? 

Without cost or obligation, the coupon will 
you two books—one a 64-page book 
gountancy, the Prolession that Pay; 
“Ten Years’ Promotion in 

How about those next ten yi 
will you START TODAY to realize the opportun! 
Hes that lie Sheed of you ttnuerts soume Sed pros 
tical home-study business training? 

Measure your grit and ambition by what you do 
with this coupon — NOW. 


"the other, 


8—will you wait, oF 


LaSalle Extension University 


THE WORLD'S LARGEST DUSINE 


ind Yourself Through LaSalle = — — — — — — 


TRAINING 


LA SALLE EXTENSION UNIVERSITY, Dept. 933-HR CHICAGO 


sion that Pays," also copy of" Te: 


OCHigherAccountancy: 


Other LaSalle Opportunities: 
fields of business indicated below, check 


C Business Management. 
Expert Bookkeeping. 
DSF. A. Conching for Advanced 


a Modern ‘Selcemanahip, 
i Traffic Management. 


CO Railway Station Management. 

CO Modern Business Correspondence. 
Ci Industrial Management. 

Gl Modern Foremanship. 

CO Personnel Management. 


Name Present Position 


OD Telegraphy— 


in Accountancy—Check below and we will send you copy of “Accountancy, the Profes- 
ara’ Promotion in On - 


ading to position as Audit 
tied Public Accountant, Cost Accountant, etc, 


Iimore interested in one of the otber 


M without obligation. 
Comptroller, Cer= 


O Law: LL.B. Degree. 

CO Banking and Finance. 

 Stenography— Stenotypy. 

CO Credit and Collection 
Correspond: 


jeace. 


Railway and Commercial. 
Cl Business English. (J Effective Speaking. mail 
OD Commercial Law. [] Commercial Spanish. 3 


‘Address 


